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Abstract

This research was qualitative research in history. The purposes were 1) to analyze the policy and administration
of small schools from 1977 to 2016 2) to make the policy recommendation for development of small schools in the
educational areas of Thailand. The documents used in study were sourced from documents records reports curriculum
handbooks that are stored in the educational institution on the development of small schools. Documents were also
sourced from the individual where was information obtained through in-depth interviews. It was decided that three
groups of people would be interviewed were important in developing the educational administration of small schools
;1) people in the national education institution who were directly related to the development of small schools in
the national policy level 2) people from the educational institution in the province who served directly related to
the development of small schools in the provinces of Thailand and 3) people in the schools such as the director of
the school, teacher, parents and the community leader who were directly involved with the administration of small
schools. The data was analyzed by content analysis.

The research found that : 1. The policy and the administration in small schools during the first decade kept
to the regulations of the Ministry of education on the establishment of primary schools. In the second decade the
National Education Act 1999 enforced compulsory education for 9 years. And the third decade, there were many
issues of policy about administration on small schools. They were encouraged to reduce the number of small schools
by combining or closing. The state of administration of small schools, in particular personnel administration, affected
the educational administration of small schools. In the first and the second decades, class size had been limited
40 students for a teacher. For the third and the fourth decades, the personnel administration had changed policy
in educational institutions to produce less students majoring in elementary education and produce other majors
instead. However, in the meantime the small schools had continually increased. Teaching and learning in small
schools needed teachers who could teach various kinds of subjects or teach by integration but the teachers were not
sufficiently trained. 2. The policy recommendations of development on small schools in educational areas found
that the Educational Service Area Office should make the school management plans for 4 parts. This covered the
academic administration, the personnel administration, the budget administration and the general administration

covered on the property administration which focused on the usefulness of school building.

Keywords : analyze the policy, administration of small schools, development of small schools
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