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The Conflict with the Patriarch : Ideology, Practices and Facts
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Abstract

The appointment of high supreme of Sangha [Sangharaja] is the ancient tradition of Sangha Administration
throughout the period of time. The appointment has shown the meaning of praise or being a mechanism of effective
Sangha Administration through a close relationship with the state and state power. Since the last episode of the 19™
Brigade apostolic patriarch and appointed, apostolic issue became controversial issue which might have political
conflict as a backdrop. Religious issue is only the plaster coating on the outside. Lifting the concept of “Patriarch”
must show “Pure-clean-bright-calm” and impeccable. Dhamma code of discipline, legal practices, custom
and tradition were being introduced as a mechanistn of controversial issue in order to acquire the 20 patriarchs. In
contrast, supporters of each sect has proposed altemnative idea and right following timeline and separated into two
patriarchs same as Khmer or Sri Lanka. They had also proposed the practical way by law about the introduction and
appointment of high supreme of Sangha. They had also requested to appoint the patriarch urgejntly through protest
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against, The scenario of controversial issue had become conflict, debate and condemn including the confrontation

of concept, ideals, practice and prosecution by law. The result had shown the conflict of patriarch and religion.

Therefore, this article focused on presenting about patriarch and the principle of patriarch appointment in order

to support Buddhist to have the right concept and understanding about the current controversial issue of patriarch.
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