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Abstract

This survey explores local politicians in Phetchaburi Province. The objectives are to gain insights in the
following matters. 1) the politicians elected in Phetchaburi province, 2) the relationship between networks and the
politicians, 3) the role and relationship of political parties, interest groups and those who do not formally involved
in political support for the politicians 4) the strategies that the politicians in Phetchaburi use in the election

The research methods include document reviews, interviews, and observations in the province. Content
analysis is used to analyze the qualitative data. Results of this study reaches the following conclusions.

1. Background of politicians in Phetchaburi can be divided into 6 groups including lawyer, educators, military
and administrative officials, business men, well known people and local politicians, journalists, and activists, However,
the background cannot be precisely identified because some politicians have diverse background in professions and
social roles,

2. Local politicians in Phetchaburi consist of 24 men and a woman, all men are members of the House of
Representatives and the woman is a senator.

3. The significant networks and relationships for the politicians are: 1) the kinship of 2 important families;

Ankinun and Ponlaboot, which are political rivals, 2) the relationship between polilical patronage such as “Phad

group” in Muang Phetchaburi municipal, and 3) network of friendship and business partners.
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4. There are 6 interest and informal groups playing significant role in supporting the local politicians inciuding
1) influential individuals and old generations of local politicians comprising Kamnan (head of sub-district), head
of village, and election campaigners. Nowadays these suppotrtive people have developed themselves into local
politicians. 2) members of Democrat Party playing role in increasing members of the party 3) kinship network such
as Ankinun family and Ponlaboot family. 4) teacher group which is one of the most beneficial and closest group,
private organizations or NGOs having role in supporting politicians formerly worked for NGO networks such as
Miss Sumol Sutawiriyawat and 6) People Alliance for Democracy (PAD), a new interest groups. A broad movement
of PAD in Phetchaburi had effect on the general election in December 23, 2007 which helped Democrat Party won
the elections in Phetchaburi.

5. Since the first election in 1933, 13 parties have been elected in Phetchaburi, 2 popular parties are Chart Thai
Party and Democrat Party, The role of Chart Thai Party comes from personal relation between politicians such as
Ankinun family and co-founder of the party, Police General Praman Adireksarn and General Chatchai Choonhavan.
Democrat Party has ideclogical influence on Alongkorn Ponlaboot to be member of the party. At present, he is
the team leader of the party in Phetchaburi. Besides, the party’s policy to create member network has its roots in
Phetchaburi since Udom Phasuk, the first Democrat Party member of representative.

6. Strategies in the election used by Phetchaburi politicians are: 1) giving sponsor in various forms, such
as utility assistance, infrastructure and suppert through government agencies and communities. 2) Campaign, a
knock on the door, is one of the basic tactics for all aver the time, 3) Participation in social activities especially
funerals, are accepted by all politicians as significant part of the vote. 4) Small card, flyers and posters applied by
most of the politicians. At the present, media is an important means. Broadcasting car is used for publicizing the
candidates’ profile. 5) Printed materials are important tactic used by Democrat Party to publicize its work and the
candidate’s performance. They are also utilized for the political fight. 6) A Strategy of speech campaign used by some
politicians 7) Vote buying through money and goods 8) Promising of construction of facilities or infrastructure for
the communities after the election. and 9) Providing entertaintents, alcohol and meals is the tactic used by former
politicians. The popular entertainment is providing out door movie where the candidates appear to the public during

the alcohol and food party with movies.

Keywords : Local Politicians in Phetchaburi, networks, the kinship, interest groups, People Alliance for Democracy
(PAD)
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